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BEACON
The weekly round up of school life

“I Have Come So That They May Have Life And Have It To The Full” – John 10:10

READY - RESPECTFUL  - SAFE - KIND



Dear Parents and Guardians,

This week Year 10 have been on
a Catholic Salesian Retreat with
the RE Department to Savio
House. They had a wonderful
time exploring their spiritual
sides and enjoying the fresh air.

Next week we look forward to
Year 9 Parents Evening on
Thursday, booking open now!

Thank you for being encouraging
of your child’s education by
reading all the information
below,

Kind regards,

Mrs Vile



We believe that every person has inherent dignity, and every
life is sacred. The innate dignity of each person is the

foundation and inspiration of our vision for a just and
compassionate world. We see the image of God in every

person, no matter their circumstance.



This term we mark the retirement of Mr. Coucill from his role as
Chair of Governors, bringing to a close more than two decades
of dedicated leadership and service to our school community.

Mr. Coucill first joined the Governing Body in 2003. Since then,
he has given countless hours of his time, energy, and expertise

to ensure that our school continues to thrive. For over 20
years, he has served as Chair of Governors, guiding the board

with wisdom, fairness, and a deep commitment to the
wellbeing and success of every child.

Under his stewardship, the Governing Body has supported the
school through many changes and achievements. His steady

leadership has helped shape the vision and values that
continue to inspire staff, pupils, and parents alike. Beyond the
formal responsibilities, Mr. Coucill has always been a visible
and approachable presence, taking a genuine interest in the

life of the school and the progress of its pupils.
We are profoundly grateful for the dedication and care he has

shown over the years. His legacy is one of service, integrity,
and unwavering commitment to education. On behalf of the

entire school community, we extend our heartfelt thanks to Mr.
Coucill and wish him every happiness in the future.



We would like to take this opportunity to extend our heartfelt
thanks to Mrs Wilson, who has been serving as a governor of

our school since May 2025. Her dedication, wisdom, and
commitment to our school community have made a lasting

impact.

As a governor, Mrs Wilson has played a vital role in
supporting all areas of school life. Beyond her governance
duties, she has generously given her time to support school

events and trips, always bringing enthusiasm and
encouragement to staff, pupils, and parents alike.

Her presence has been felt at many memorable occasions—
from cheering on pupils at performances, to lending a hand

during fundraising events, and accompanying classes on
educational visits. These contributions have enriched our

school life and created wonderful experiences for our children.

On behalf of the entire school community, we thank Mrs Wilson
for her commitment, kindness, and service. We are truly

grateful for everything she has done to support our school and
wish her the best for the future.



We are incredibly proud to
celebrate the achievements of
one of our former students,
Mike, who wrote and directed
our very first staff and student
panto here at EPCHS.

Mike has continued to shine in
the world of theatre and is now
the Artist in Residence at the
Epstein Theatre  in Liverpool —
a fantastic accomplishment
and a testament to his
creativity, dedication and
talent.

Our Drama Department are
especially proud of Mike’s
journey. He has produced
outstanding work through his
company Naughty Corner
Productions, with Mrs
Cavanagh and Mrs Kennedy-
McGill proudly attending his
performances — even taking
EPCHS students along to
experience his shows first-
hand.

It is wonderful to see Mike’s
talent being recognised in such
a prestigious way, and we can’t
wait to see what he creates
next.



WARM CLOTHES
DONATIONS

COMMUNITY

SINGING WILL TAKE PLACE IN
B11 ON A TUESDAY LUNCHTIME
AND ON THURSDAY IN MUSIC.
IT’S TIME FOR OUR CHRISTMAS
CAROLS. PLEASE COME ALONG.

ROSARY IS SAID
EACH BREAKTIME
IN B11. PLEASE
JOIN US.

Please remember that we are collecting for
people in our community who need clothes.
We especially need coats, shoes, blankets
and toiletries. Try to have a sort out at the
weekend and bring any donations to
Angela in B11. They make an enormous
difference to people. They are currently in
need of woolly hats and gloves so if you
have any, please pass to Angela in B11.

There are lots of exciting events taking
place in our local parishes. Please check
out the website. Our Lady Star of the Sea
Catholic Church | Roman Catholic
Churches of Ellesmere Port and Hootton
(rcchep.co.uk) Please contact your Parish
Priest if you would like more information on
the Parish Sacramental programme.

news‌CHAPLAINCY‌
On Sunday, the second week of Advent will begin. The theme is
Peace. Each form has been asked been asked to raise funds to buy a
Braille machine for a school in Malawi. The form that raises the most
will come to B11 for festive treats. Ms Lamb has made a beautiful
display of artefacts from Malawi in the Chapel. Please pop up and
have a look.

This week Year 10 students have been to Savio House on a
‘Journey’ Retreat. Please see below. It has been an

absolute pleasure to be with them. Everyone involved
themselves in the activities. We participated in a

Reconciliation service and looked at the lives of Refugees.
We walked together, ate together and broke bread

together. Thankyou to everyone involved.



YEAR 10
RETREAT‌



A walk took us up to the beautiful White Nancy, where we were delighted to
be joined by Fr Godlove.

We ended the evening with a special Mass followed by a lively disco —
complete with plenty of karaoke singing!

A fantastic end to a memorable day!

SAVIO HOUSE YEAR 10
RETREAT‌





“Great teams are
built on working

together and
enjoying the game”

The Year 7 netball team took part in another league game at Whitby High
School, this time against Neston A. The team played with real focus and

effort throughout, coming away with a well-earned 22–5 win.

All players contributed strongly, working hard to move the ball effectively
and support one another across the court. The shooters were particularly

sharp, making the most of their chances and helping the team build a
steady lead. Defence and mid-court players also played their part, staying

on the ball and keeping the game flowing.

It was a cold evening, but the team stayed positive, worked well together,
and represented the school brilliantly.

As the saying goes, “Great teams are built on working together and
enjoying the game.” The Yr 7 squad showed exactly that.

Well done Yr 7 - MISS LODGE



Punctuality and attendance matters at EPCHS

To make the best start to the day, students should arrive on site
by 8:40am.

 Every minute really does make a difference — to learning,
confidence and success.

Thank you for supporting positive routines, strong punctuality
and excellent attendance at EPCHS.

EVERY MINUTE MATTERS



EnterpriseYOUNG

We’re Back — and Off to a Fantastic Start with MINDSTONES

Young Enterprise 2026 has returned with an outstanding early success. Our Year 12 team was
invited to the impressive Spectrum Brands headquarters in Manchester to showcase their

product range at the company’s Indoor Christmas Fair.
Spectrum Brands is a global consumer products organisation, home to well-known household
names such as Russell Hobbs and Tetra. During the fair, staff were encouraged to visit stands

from various local schools and colleges, and our students certainly made an impact. The
team’s innovative product idea received high praise, and they impressively sold out their entire

stock to Spectrum employees. 

In addition to strong sales, the group also benefited from valuable, constructive feedback on
their product design, pricing strategy and marketing campaign, insights that will help them as

they continue to refine and develop their business.

Our talented team consists of:
Lib, Managing Director

Reuben, Finance Manager
Owen, Operations Lead

Cleo, Marketing Manager
I am incredibly proud of their achievements so far and I encourage everyone to support them in
the next stages of their Young Enterprise journey. With the County Final approaching in March,

the team will be working hard to prepare for what is likely to be an exciting and challenging
event.

Please support them by joining their Instagram page and purchasing one of their beautiful
Baby Lithop plants, presented in a cute little terracotta pot. Mindstones special Christmas

edition comes in a festive “Christmas House” gift box and is available for just £4.99.
Thank you for your support!

Francoise Williams



Y13
Chemistry
students
needed a

break from
their PPE's

and decided
to get

festive and
make a

'Chemistree'!
 

Chemistree





ACHIEVEMENT

AWARDS

ACHIEVEMENT
AWARDS

Well Done to everyone who has been awarded
Achievement certificates and badges this week.



cheers bar

On Tuesday, we welcomed Sarah and
Debbie, Road Safety Officers from

Cheshire West and Chester Council, who
brought their interactive ‘Cheers Bar’ to

Sixth Form.
They delivered an engaging and eye-

opening session on the dangers of driving
— or being a passenger — with someone
under the influence of alcohol or other

substances.
A valuable and impactful workshop for
our students as they prepare for life on

the road. 



A gathering for those with a
heart for young people

(teachers, parents, chaplains,
youth workers, priests,

religious).

We invite you to gather with
us ONLINE at 4pm on Monday
15th December for a time of

Advent formation and
reflection post-COP30 and

pre-Christmas.

More information here: click
here

Register for the Zoom link
here: zoom link

parish
information

The second is the
Columban Schools

Media Competition. 

This year we are inviting
entries from artists and
writers inspired by the
theme “Becoming a
refugee is never a

choice. But how we
respond is.” 

More information here
Click here

https://columbans.co.uk/mission/17426/looking-ahead-with-hope/
https://columbans.co.uk/mission/17426/looking-ahead-with-hope/
https://bit.ly/LookingAheadWithHOPE
https://columbans.co.uk/education/17074/columbans-launch-schools-competition-2026/


COMMUNITY NEWS
National Online Safety

Everyday devices make life easier, but they can also pose hidden risks if not used safely. This week’s
#WakeUpWednesday guide shares simple steps to prevent overheating, fires, and other hazards,

helping parents and educators spot warning signs and model safer habits for young people.



COMMUNITY NEWS
HAF

Your November Parent Carer Forum News is Here!

PCF Forum link - click here
 

Parent carer forum

https://mailchi.mp/6d99da730c6b/g84jy88giu-17465185


Inset Day - Tuesday 1  September 2026st

TERM DATES 2025-26



CONTACT US

Ellesmere Port Catholic High School, Capenhurst Lane,
Whitby, Ellesmere Port CH65 7AQ

0151 355 2373
admin@epchs.co.uk

Monday – Friday: 8:00 AM – 3.45PM



“I Have Come So That They May Have
Life And Have It To The Full” – John 10:10


