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“I Have Come So That They May Have Life And Have It To The Full” – John 10:10



Dear Parents and Guardians,

As you will see below we have all
had a great final week of term.

The Year 7 Carol Service, was a
lovely start to the week and the
Year 11 6  Form Taster Day was
great to see.
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The students who went to Chester
Zoo on Monday enjoyed learning
all about sustainability and were a
credit to the school. We’ve also
had a lovely week of Year Group
Reward Assemblies and Reward
Trips.

Thank you for supporting your
child’s education by reading all the
information below,

Kind regards,

Mrs Vile



As we reach the end of term, we want to express our heartfelt thanks to the
colleagues who are moving on to new chapters. Miss C Allman, Mr C Jones, Mr G

Powell and Mr L Howard.

‘We can also confirm that Mrs Caroline Vile will be leaving her post as Head Teacher
at Ellesmere Port Catholic High School from 31 December 2025.

The Governing Body has started the recruitment process for a new Head Teacher.
We will be looking for a strong candidate to take over the position.

We wish Caroline well in the future.’

We would like to thank all those staff leaving us for their dedication, kindness, and
hard work, and for their lasting impact on our school community. We are grateful
for everything they have contributed and they will be truly missed. We wish them

every success and happiness in the future.

Your paragraph text

Farewell and thank you to staff leaving

GOOD
LUCK‌

GOODBYE‌ ‌
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Christmas Wishes
The gift of Christmas

Loving God, thank you for the gift of Christmas.
It doesn't come wrapped like other presents,

it’s deeper and warmer and brighter.
It is more personal, more challenging, more beautiful.

It is a mystery, a birth, a hope.
Thank you.

Help us to receive Christmas in our hearts
and to share it with others.

In Jesus’ name.
Amen.



Punctuality and attendance matters at EPCHS

To make the best start to the day, students should arrive on site
by 8:40am.

 Every minute really does make a difference — to learning,
confidence and success.

Thank you for supporting positive routines, strong punctuality
and excellent attendance at EPCHS.

EVERY MINUTE MATTERS



We believe that every person has inherent dignity, and every
life is sacred. The innate dignity of each person is the

foundation and inspiration of our vision for a just and
compassionate world. We see the image of God in every

person, no matter their circumstance.



Year 7 enjoyed a beautiful Carol Service
yesterday, coming together in faith to

celebrate the joy of the season through prayer,
reflection and song. Led by Angela, our

Chaplain, it was a truly uplifting and prayerful
celebration.

YEAR 7‌ ‌
CAROL

SERVICE‌



We are delighted to
share some fantastic
sporting news.

Two of our students have
been selected for the
Cheshire County Rugby
U16s Player
Development Group — a
brilliant achievement and
the equivalent of the Sale
Sharks PDG.

Our Year 11 student has
earned selection for the
second year in a row,
while our Year 10 student
has only been playing
rugby for just over a
year, making her
progress and success
especially impressive.

This is a wonderful example of the growing
opportunities for girls in rugby, and we are

incredibly proud of both students.
Congratulations to them on their hard work

and dedication.

EPCHS Students selected for Cheshire
county rugby u16s Player

Development Group‌



We had a fantastic time on Christmas Jumper day and raised lots of money for the
Alfie Burke charity and future school activities.

A big THANK YOU to the 6  Form students for taking the lead on this and collecting
the money.
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Jumper dayJumper day
ChristmasChristmas



Over the past two weeks, students from 8Y1 and
9X3 have participated in a Sustainability project in

collaboration with Chester Zoo. They attended
three lessons at school, led by Education Officer

Jess, who highlighted the importance of building a
sustainable society and its impact on our

environment.
The program concluded with a visit to Chester Zoo

on Monday, made possible through the zoo’s
generous funding of transport and admission

costs for all students.
I would like to thank the staff who accompanied

the students and commend the excellent feedback
received regarding their conduct—they were a

credit to the school.

SUSTAINABILITY PROJECT



Spanish
Christmas
Traditionin the
Classroo
m: Los
Reyes
Magos‌

I would like to share with you another lovely Spanish Christmas tradition: Los Reyes Magos (the Three Wise
Men).

This week, students have been learning about a much-loved Christmas custom in Spain: writing a letter to
the Three Kings. Traditionally, Spanish children write to Melchior, Gaspar and Balthazar to tell them about
their year and ask for the presents they hope to receive. The Three Kings are believed to arrive on the night
of 5th January, with gifts opened on 6th January, the day of Epiphany, which is a very special day in Spain

known as Día de Reyes.
Although many families now also celebrate Father Christmas or Santa Claus, the tradition of writing to the
Three Kings remains very popular. In class, students have really enjoyed writing their own letters in Spanish,

practising new vocabulary while learning about Spanish culture.
It has been a fun and festive way to bring language learning and cultural understanding together. 

¡Feliz Navidad! Miss Menéndez



WARM CLOTHES
DONATIONS

COMMUNITY

Please remember that we are collecting for
people in our community who need clothes.
We especially need coats, shoes, blankets
and toiletries. Try to have a sort out at the
weekend and bring any donations to
Angela in B11. They make an enormous
difference to people. They are currently in
need of woolly hats and gloves so if you
have any, please pass to Angela in B11.

There are lots of exciting events taking
place in our local parishes. Please check
out the website. Our Lady Star of the Sea
Catholic Church | Roman Catholic
Churches of Ellesmere Port and Hootton
(rcchep.co.uk) Please contact your Parish
Priest if you would like more information on
the Parish Sacramental programme.

news‌CHAPLAINCY‌
On Sunday, the fourth week of Advent will begin. The
theme is Love. The last purple candle will be lit and the
white candle on the Advent wreath will be lit on
Christmas Day.

ROSARY IS SAID EACH
BREAKTIME IN B11.
PLEASE JOIN US.

AFTER CHRISTMAS, OUR SINGING
GROUP WILL START AGAIN IN B11
ON A TUESDAY LUNCHTIME. WE

WILL BE LOOKING AT SONGS FROM
THE SOUND OF MUSIC. PLEASE

COME ALONG.

THANKYOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS
RAISED MONEY FOR MALAWI. WE DO NOT

HAVE A FINAL TOTAL YET BUT WE
DEFINITELY HAVE ENOUGH FOR A BRAILLE

MACHINE.



O n  T h u r s d a y  1 1 t h  D e c e m b e r  a
g r o u p  o f  i n t r e p i d  Ye a r  1 0  s t u d e n t s

w e n t  t o  t h e  C l i m b i n g  H u t  t o
c o m p e t e  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  s c h o o l s
c l i m b i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T h i s  i s

a l w a y s  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n
a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  p e r f o r m e d

b r i l l i a n t l y  o n  e v e r y  w a l l .  T h e r e
w e r e  s e v e r a l  c o m p e t i t i o n s

i n c l u d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  m a l e  a n d
f e m a l e  c o m p e t i t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  a

t e a m  c o m p e t i t i o n .

ANNUAL SCHOOLS’
CLIMBING COMPETITION

O u t  o f  a  p o s s i b l e  1 5 0
p o i n t s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  1 5
w a l l s ,  O n e  o f  o u r  Ye a r  1 0

s t u d e n t s  w a s  o n e  o f  o n l y  3
s t u d e n t s  f r o m  a l l  t h e

s c h o o l s  i n v o l v e d  t o  g e t  a
p e r f e c t  s c o r e ,  m a k i n g  h i m
j o i n t  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  N o v i c e

M a l e  c o m p e t i t i o n .
.

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  s u c c e s s
t h e  t e a m  a c h i e v e d  a n  a v e r a g e  s c o r e  o f
13 0 . 6 /  1 5 0  a n d  w e r e  c r o w n e d  N o v i c e
C h a m p i o n s  f o r  2 0 2 5 ,  b e a t i n g  C a l d a y

G r a n g e  ( 2 n d ) ,  a n d  We s t  K i r b y  G r a m m a r
(3 r d )  a l o n g  w i t h  a  h o s t  o f  o t h e r

s c h o o l s  f r o m  a c r o s s  C h e s h i r e  a n d
W i r r a l .  

A  t r u l y  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  a n d
o u t s t a n d i n g  r e s u l t  f o r  t h e  h a r d

w o r k  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s .



Our Year 12 Young Enterprise team enjoyed a highly successful day trading at The Climbing Hut
during the Indoor Christmas Market afternoon. Thanks to the continued support of their Business
Advisor, Sam Oxford (pictured), the team were given the fantastic opportunity to run a stand and

showcase their products to the public.
The team of three performed exceptionally well. They were proactive, confident and professional,

engaging customers in conversation and clearly explaining their products. Their hard work paid off,
with their products (the baby lithops) proving extremely popular and selling out within just a few

hours of trading.
This event provided another invaluable real-world experience for the team, offering further insight

into what it is really like to run and grow a business. Opportunities like this help develop key
enterprise skills such as communication, resilience and adaptability.

Well done to the Mindstones team on a brilliant achievement, this was a fantastic example of young
entrepreneurship in action!

Mrs Francoise Williams – A very proud teacher

Young Enterprise Success at
The Climbing Hut‌

Y E A R  1 2



Staff Bake Off

This week our
competitive sprit has
been tested in the
Great EPCHS Staff
Bake Off, here are
our winners!



COMMUNITY NEWS
National Online Safety

AI-powered toys can feel lifelike, but how do they listen, learn, and influence play? The latest
#WakeUpWednesday guide explores the privacy, security, and developmental considerations – with

practical tips to help set boundaries.





COMMUNITY NEWS
HAF

🎄Your Christmas Parent Carer Forum News is Here! Click here🎄

https://mailchi.mp/20d560fd178e/g84jy88giu-17466106?e=58b0251d7b
https://mailchi.mp/20d560fd178e/g84jy88giu-17466106?e=58b0251d7b
https://mailchi.mp/20d560fd178e/g84jy88giu-17466106?e=58b0251d7b


parish
information

The second is the Columban Schools Media
Competition. 

This year we are inviting entries from artists and
writers inspired by the theme “Becoming a refugee

is never a choice. But how we respond is.” 

More information here
Click here

https://columbans.co.uk/education/17074/columbans-launch-schools-competition-2026/


Inset Day - Tuesday 1  September 2026st

TERM DATES 2025-26



Ellesmere Port Catholic High School

Term Dates 2026-27 

Spring Term 2027 

Autumn Term 2026 

Summer Term 2027 
School Opens
Bank Holiday
School Closes
Half Term 
School Opens

School Closes

Inset Day

School Opens

School Closes
Half Term 
School Opens

Inset Day

School Closes 

School Opens

School Closes
Half Term 
School Opens

School Closes

Monday7th June 2027

Friday16th July 2027

Monday 12th April 2027

Monday 3rd May 2027

Friday 28th May 2027

Monday4th January 2027

Friday 12th February 2027

Monday 22nd February 2027

Thursday 25th March 2027

Monday 2nd November 2026

Friday 27th November 2026

Friday 18th December 2026 

Tuesday1st September 2026

Wednesday 2nd September 2026

Friday 23rd October 2026 

Summer Holiday
Monday 19th July – Tuesday 31st August

Christmas Holiday
Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January 2027 

Easter Holiday
Friday 26th March (Bank Holiday) – Friday 9th April 

Inset Days: Monday 19th  July - Wednesday 21st July 

TERM DATES 2026-27



CONTACT US

Ellesmere Port Catholic High School, Capenhurst Lane,
Whitby, Ellesmere Port CH65 7AQ

0151 355 2373
admin@epchs.co.uk

Monday – Friday: 8:00 AM – 3.45PM





“I Have Come So That They May Have
Life And Have It To The Full” – John 10:10


