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Rationale 

Home learning plays a vital role in student achievement and is widely recognised by parents and educators as a 
hallmark of an effective school. It supports students in consolidating classroom learning and prepares them for 
future assessments. For teachers, it is also essential to cover the depth and breadth of examination content, 
especially at KS4 and KS5. 

 

Aims 

Our aim is to foster independent learning habits and develop students’ ability to work effectively on their own. 
To support this, all students will be set appropriate home learning tasks and provided with time in class to 
record these in their homework planners. 

Typical home learning durations: 

• Key Stage 3 (Years 7–9): Approximately 30 minutes per task. 

• Key Stage 4 (Years 10–11): Up to 60 minutes per task. 

 

Setting and Delivery of Home Learning 

Home learning tasks may be provided: 

• On paper, 

• As assignments via Microsoft Teams, 

• Through online platforms such as Sam Learning or Sparx Maths. 

The home learning schedule is based on timetables distributed at the beginning of the academic year. While 
not every subject listed will set work each week, teachers may also set tasks outside of their designated slots 
when appropriate. Tasks should be well-planned, purposeful, and linked to learning objectives. 

 

Expectations by Year Group 

KS3 Lower School (Years 7–9): 
Students should expect between one and two hours of home learning each night, depending on their age and 
ability. This typically equates to around 30 minutes per subject taught that day. 

KS4 Upper School (Years 10–11): 
Home learning should total between two and three hours each evening, depending on the demands of each 
course. All exam subjects are expected to set regular weekly tasks, alongside structured revision. 

KS5 Sixth Form (Years 12–13): 
Students are expected to take greater responsibility for managing their time. A useful guide is around 12 hours 
of independent study per week, including supervised study periods in school. 



Types of Home Learning 

Tasks may include: 

• Extension tasks related to classwork, 

• Learning homework (e.g., vocabulary, formulae, key terms, language), 

• Research assignments, 

• Practical exercises, 

• Long-term projects or assignments (monitored and supported by the teacher), 

• Completion of classwork (used sparingly and with in-class support where necessary). 

All tasks will be: 

• Clearly linked to current or upcoming learning, 

• Differentiated to meet varying student needs, 

• Clearly explained and recorded, 

• Recognised or assessed with constructive feedback, 

• Intentionally planned as part of the subject curriculum. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

• Curriculum Leaders: Oversee the quality and appropriateness of home learning within their 
departments. They ensure that home learning is set in line with the school policy and the home 
learning timetable. 

• Senior Assistant Headteacher (Achievement): Monitors home learning across the school and works 
with curriculum leaders where policy is not being followed. 

• Class Teachers, Form Tutors and Pastoral Leaders: Support the tracking of task completion and report 
persistent non-compliance to the Curriculum Leaders and Senior Assistant Headteacher (Achievement). 
These students will be supported through Academic Acceleration and Recovery programmes or 
pastoral intervention. 

 

Parental Involvement 

We encourage parents and carers to: 

• Discuss home learning regularly with their children, 

• Support them in planning their time and meeting deadlines, 

• Provide a quiet space for study where possible. 



Where home environments make this difficult, students are welcome to use school facilities such as 
the library or ICT rooms. 

 

Assessment and Feedback 

Home learning contributes to formative assessment and plays a role in our overall Assessment, Recording and 
Reporting (ARR) procedures. However, its use in summative assessment is carefully considered, as students 
have varying levels of support and resources at home. 

 

Support and Flexibility 

Recognising that students may have extra-curricular or personal commitments, we encourage our staff to be 
flexible with deadlines when appropriate. As a guide, students should be expected to complete and submit 
home learning by the following lesson unless otherwise specified. 

 


